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Drama Club presents Spring Musical “Pippin”
By Neal Kumar `15

By Shaya Puglia `15
Gilmour Artist Shines through the Greater Community
 Maddy Stefanak (`15) has 
been using art to express herself for as 
long as she can remember. Known as an 
artist in the community, she has demon-
strated her talents through several dif-
ferent Gilmour activities. She performed 
at Live Jive as a freshman and a junior. 
She just recently created the cover for 
the upcoming issue of Tilt Magazine. 
The cover demonstrates the essence of 
the magazine in a “simple” manner. The 
all-black background, decorated with 
gold writing is refined, yet sophisticated. 
 Stefanak uses art to find her-
self, but through her art projects, she has 
given the Cleveland community an op-
portunity to enjoy her work as well. Just 
recently, her Rebuilding Cleveland proj-

ect was turned into a business. Stefanak 
created a sticker design, which she is 
now selling for $3. She received such 
a great response to the design that she 
is now printing it on T-shirts. Claire Kra-
kowiak (`15) said, “Maddy is an amazing 
artist. She was able to make something 
as simple as a sticker very elaborate and 
cool.” Her products can now be found at 
several local stores in Coventry and a 
wine bar on Lee Road called Wine Spot. 
 Through her art, Stefanak al-
ways sees opportunities to express her 
thoughts. She said, “I treat every piece 
I do like it’s going to be the last thing 
people would remember me by, and that 
helps me put everything into my proj-
ects.” In the future, Stefanak plans on 
attending The University of Cincinnati, 

where she will major in Fine Arts in the 
college of Design, Architecture, Art, and 
Planning.

 This year’s spring play is the 
Broadway musical “Pippin.” Without 
revealing too many details, it is about 
Prince Pippin, son of King Charlemagne, 
and his incredible journey to become an 
extraordinaire. It is a play about finding 
one’s true self, which many students find 
relatable to their high-school careers. 
 Some of the stars of the show 
include Sean Kelley (`16), playing the 
role of Pippin, and both Claire Jacobs 
(`15) and Claire Krakowiak (`15), who 
will be playing the roles of “Leading 
Player,” a narrating role.
 This is Krakowiak’s first play at 
Gilmour. She works as a choreographer 
at Stagecrafters Youth Theatre in Or-
ange. She has decided to bring her work 
to Gilmour by not only taking on a lead 
role, but also choreographing the larger 
numbers in the show including songs  
“War is a Science” and “Glory.”
 So far the play is coming along 
pretty well, despite hindrances from 
spring break and numerous snow days 
this year. However, cast members are 
very optimistic about the outcome of the 
play. As Ron Ryavec (`16), who plays 
Lewis, said, “The play will definitely be 

pulled off.” 
 Some of Ryavec’s favorite 
scenes include the opening scene, 
called “Magic to Do.” Ryavec said, “This 
number has a really cool look and is very 
catchy.” He also said the transitions be-
tween scenes are orchestrated perfectly, 
and will definitely take the audience by 
surprise. 

 Shaya Puglia (`15), who plays 
Catherine, is very excited for her last 

The Cleveland scene shines through 
Maddy Stefanak’s (`15) sticker de-
sign.  
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show. She has been a part of the Dra-
ma club since she came to Gilmour 
her sophomore year. She is featured 
in several songs, including a duet with 
Kelley and her opening number “Kind of 
Woman.” She, along with the rest of the 
cast, agree that although it is being put 
together in a very short amount of time, 
everyone is working hard and will pull 
through. 
 Dates for the play are April 30 
through May 3. When Krakowiak was 
asked what her advice to the Gilmour 
community would be she said, “Every-
one should come see the show, be-
cause it has a lot of good musical num-
bers, and a very good plot!”

Sean Kelley (`16) rehearses his song 
“Extraordinary” in preparation for 
the upcoming show. 

Christian Borkey (`16) and Claire Ja-
cobs (`15) practice their main scene. 
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